
spasms for eight months, and had had symptoms of them almost from
birth ; yet it grew and had rather a healthy appearance. The spasms
continued after 1 saw it about one and a half hour, when it died.

In four hours after death, examination was made. The abdominal
muscles were removed in the usual manner, and a thorough examination
of the viscera was made. The general appearance of the bowels, liver,
Sic, was healthy—but on more minute investigation of the intestines,
we found the jejunum affected with a species of the iliac passion, an in-
trosusception. About three inches of the intestine foil down into the
part below, which was contracted, and the bloodvessels partially congest-
ed. Its location was about four inches from the termination of the duo-
denum, and twelve inches from this, was another, very similar to the
first in all respects.

Query.—Is this a case of congenital volvulus ? What is the proba-
ble cause? Could the child have been cured if its situation was known?
What arc the best remedies to use in such cases ? Neh. Cutter.

Pepperell, Ms. March 20, 1837.

REMARKS ON ITINERANTS
[Communicated for tito Boston Medical anil Surgical Journal.]

NO. VII,-THE O.UAKIÍK DOCTOR.

Of all the wonders which have taken place in the wonder-working
world to which we belong, the wonder of the Quaker Doctor might, in
some particulars, be considered as ranking the highest. We read of the
existence of wonders in ancient times. We have heard of giants tall
as the masts of some unwieldy battle-ship, and of pigmies not more than
an inch or two exceeding the height of the pen with which I make these
strictures. The latter, if I mistake not, were totally extirpated by an

army of cranes, which were themselves a number of times upon the
point of being defeated before they completed the conquest. We have
heard, too, of riches having been bestowed upon persons in a wonderful
manner ; of persons being transformed into beasts, birds and fishes ; and
of deformed persons becoming very beautiful. Who has not heard of a

wonderful bird called the roe ? It was so large that it looked like a

cloud, when it was coming from a distance ; it could carry a rock of
sufficient weight and magnitude to crush a ship, in its talons, and its egg
was as large as a middling-sized mountain, Aladdin's lamp was a won-

der-working instrument. On being rubbed by its owner, riches could be
obtained to any amount ; palaces of porphyry and other precious stones,
and ornamented with diamonds, could be erected in a moment, and
viands in golden dishes could be transported to them from every part of
the world. In later times, copper and all the baser metals have been
transmuted into gold, riches obtained from an airy bubble, and even now,
or but a short time since, somewhere down east, barren rocks, sterile
plains and lofty mountains could be converted into fertile valleys, with
rivers flowing in their midst, with trees of luxuriant growth and great
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value overshadowing them, and with cities springing up without an ef-
fort. In all ages, Morison pills, panaceas of different kinds, universal
cathohcons or Indian root and steam doctors, have promised wonders,
and a wonder-seeking people have expected wonders from them.

But 1 was speaking of the Quaker doctor. I have stated that he
was a great wonder, and unless the magic which has been lost will alter
the opinion of him, the reader will fall in with me in believing that he '

was a great wonder.
He was a wonder, inasmuch as he announced himself as being able to

cure all manner of diseases—of curing them without the use of medi-
cine—of even curing them, if it suited the patient any better, without
seeing them, if he was only made acquainted with the names of the
persons and the names of the disorders. All he had to do was to say
over a magical sentence or two. some half a dozen sesame epithets, and
" thee, or thy friend," would be cured. In a very short time after it
was known that he was endowed with such a wonderful faculty, patients
crowded in upon him from every direction, and cards, with the names of
the patients and of their disorders written upon them, flowed in from a

great dislance by horse loads. Never did a person advance to so high
a reputation in so short a time. He was a topic of conversation for
everybody, and remarks concerning him have become matter of history,
to be handed down to generations yet to come. All that could, visited
him personally—partly out of curiosity, perhaps, and partly from the
feeling which induces the Mahomedan to visit the shrine of the prophet,
and the Christian to desire to visit the Holy Land. There were so

many calls, and so many communications, that notwithstanding he des-
patched the different cases as expeditiously as it was possible, it occu-

pied no inconsiderable portion of his lime to attend to them.
When he hail amused himself with their credulity long enough, and

had created for himself a niche among the wonders of the world, being,
if I mistake not, about two years, he frankly owned that his " commis-
sion " was taken from him, and " thee," said he, " must seek a higher
power to heal thy infirmities, if thee would be cured by a miracle."

There were a number of wonders connected with the Quaker doctor.
By the credulous it was wonderful that 1m should be possessed of such
a Wonderful Aieulty, for he was believed in reality to be possessed of it.
By persons of better information, it was a wonder what his object could
be, for he positively refused any remuneration. These things were dis-
cussed and commented upon by a great many different persons, and in a
great many different places, and a great many different opinions were form-
ed without coining to any unanimous conclusions about them. Many per*s.oris interrogated him, in regard to his object, but could obtain no satisfac-tion. He was too shrewd and too wise to tell everything he knew, or even
m some cases to let bis left hand know what his right hand did. What he

d was generally best known to himself. He generally kept his own
council. He employed no person to go before him to proclaim what he

as going to do, orto herald his own fame. He was a man, who,,l0"gb Upon a slight acquaintance would not be thought more of than alousand others, upon an extensive acquaintance was found to have
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some ballast about him. Though he talked not a great deal, and was
not always upon the gab, there was more contained in that plump,
somewhat oblong, fine-looking head of his, than every one supposed.
Though he talked not much, there was no affected muteness, no haughty
surliness, no defect in his social faculties.

Such a man would not he likely to tell what his object in such a mat-
* ter was. At any rate he did not tell, and though twenty years have

elapsed since he allowed himself to be known as such a person as has
been mentioned, it is still a wonder by a great many what his object was.
Some may say he had no object in view, but did it out of mero playful-
ness ; but he was too wise, too discreet, was endowed with too much
decision of character, to do anything without an object. The people
where he belonged, in the town of Shclburne, in Vermont, would consid-
er it a slander and almost a stigma upon themselves, not to have it
thought that he had some object in view.

To come to the ultimatum of the matter, though he never told any
one, it is supposed his object was to show people what fools they were
—to show them what they could be made to believe, and that nothing
was too vast for their credulity. He knew that they were forever seek-
ing for wonders, and he thought he would give them one worth looking
at. He perceived that nothing, even a saw-mill, would choke them, and
he thought he would give them a mouthful for once ; but still it satisfied
not, and they hankered for more.

What can be done to convince us that we have reason to direct us ?
To tell us so will not convince us. To use arguments will not do it. If
one would hoax us into our senses we consider it too much of a reality ;
therefore we must let it all go, and let every man think and act as lie
listelh. F.

MEDICAL BOTANY.\p=m-\NO. II

[Communicated for the Boiton Medical and ¡Surgical Journal.J
NO. II. - CUPRHSSUS THUVOIDES. WHITE CEDAR.

Sex. Syst.—The Cupressus belongs to the class Moncecia, and order
Monadelpbia. Nat. Ord. Conifera?.

Generic Characteristics.—Sterile flowers in an ovate ament : scales
peltate ; calyx and corolla none ; anthers four, sessile Fertile (lowers
—strobile, with the scales peltate; calyx and corolla none; germs four
—eight under each scale of the strobile ; nuis angular, compressed.Specific Descrip.—C. Thuyoides, Branchlets ancipitous, flattened
like those of the Arbor Vitœ ; leaves imbricate in four rows, ovate, tu-
berculate at the base ; cones very small, angular, sub-spherical.

This is a large evergreen tree, abundant in swamps in many parts of
New England, and in other portions of the United States. It'is vulgar-
ly called cedar, cypress, white cedar, Sic The sword-like appearanceof its terminal branches, from the peculiar arrangement, and compressed
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